
Objective 
One of the most important skills that you should learn during your university years is how to critically react to what you have been asked to read. It is all too easy to simply dismiss an idea or experience because it does not mesh with our personal views.
Your essay should be argumentative and thus should include multiple perspectives on the issue under discussion. Please make an academic and critical argument. You might feel strongly about the issue under discussion, but your arguments should be logical (as opposed to emotional) and supported by evidence (as opposed to stating your personal opinions).  
Make sure to provide evidence for your arguments by drawing on course material. However, you should not merely summarize class materials, lectures, and discussions. Instead, you are expected to explicitly link the material to your argument and demonstrate its relevance. Thus, you are required to think through the course material and develop your own critical thoughts and analysis.  
This essay does not require any research beyond the information provided in your course material (assigned readings, lectures, discussions, films). However, if the course material does not provide sufficient evidence to support your argument(s), you may draw on additional sources.   
 
Essay Structure 
 
As a general guide, your essay should include:    
· An introduction, including o a suitable, engaging opener for your paper  
[bookmark: _GoBack]o a thesis statement (i.e. your position on the issue under discussion), and an outline of your paper 
· A well-rounded discussion of you thesis statement, in which you present at least two sides of the issue and your assessment of each side. In other words, you have to present both supporting and opposing arguments pertaining to the issue under discussion. 
· A conclusion which reiterates your thesis, summarizes the paper’s conclusions, and addresses any outstanding concerns  
 
Essay Format 
 Your essay should be double-spaced with 1-inch margins. Please use 12-point, Times New Roman font. Your paper should be no longer than 12 pages, not including your reference page. Longer papers will not be graded past page 5. Make sure each page is numbered and your essay is stapled in the upper left hand corner. Please put ONLY YOUR STUDENT ID, but not your name on your paper.  
 All ideas and arguments that are not your own must have a sociological citation. Make sure you correctly cite and reference any course material you draw on using the APA citation style. However, use APA only for formatting your references, paper formatting should follow the instructions above. In an effort to save paper please refrain from putting a cover page on your paper. Correct use of grammar, punctuation, sentence structure and spelling is expected.   
 
Evaluation 
 A mere summary of what was presented in class will result in a failing grade. Similarly, a simple recitation of your opinion will result in a failing grade. The highest marks will be given to students who present a coherent, sociological discussion or argument about the topic, rather than to those who simply present personal opinions. Please refer to the attached grading rubric for the weighting of each component. 
 	 

Take-Home Essay Grading Rubric 
	Category 
	Points  
	Excellent 
	Good  
	Fair  
	Poor  

	Introduction:  
 The introduction is suitable and engaging. A thesis is clearly specified and the direction/focus for the paper is outlined.  
	15 points 
	13-15 points 
	8-12 points 
	5-7 points  
	1-4 points  

	Body:   
· At least 2 sides of the issue are discussed. 
· Arguments logically follow the thesis statement. 
· Arguments are concise yet thorough. 
· All arguments are supported with evidence from course material. 
· Course material is used effectively to support arguments.  
· Transitions tie sections together, as well as adjacent paragraphs. Each paragraph clearly ties back to the thesis.  
	40 points 
	35-40 points  
 
	25-34 points 
	15-24 points 
	1-14 points  

	Conclusion: 
Summarizes key points from the body of the paper and connects to the introduction.   
	15 points 
	13-15 points 
	8-12 points 
	5-7 points  
	1-4 points  

	Mechanics:  
· The essay has a clear introduction with a thesis, main body with opposing arguments, and a conclusion. 
· Standard writing conventions, including proper grammar, punctuation and spelling are followed.  
· Writer demonstrates familiarity with sociological terms.  
	20 points 
	18-20 points 
	13-17 points 
	7-12 points 
	1-6 points  

	Formatting/References: 
· In-text citations and references are included. 
· All citations listed in the paper are included in the references section.  
· All source material is cited correctly following APA citation style standards. 
· Provided formatting guidelines were followed. 
	10 points 
	9-10 points 
	7-8 points 
	5-6 points 
	1-4 points  
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